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Real Drama of Real Life iy New YVork-The Story of Dan Noble, the Rich Burglar, Who is Now a

HERE s nothing so beaut!ful as a beautiful orlmw, some ona somewhors sagely
stated, and elghtesn years ago, when New York learned that a baik had besa
looted of three milllon dollars, there were many mmong us then who expressed

more admirntion than disgust.

In Wall Street and over the sea In Thresdnecdle street, larger booty bhas been
bagged. In Venexuelan they will teil you of the exploits of Guzmnn Blanco; in Guate

mala of the coups-de-malin of Barrlos, and
Jooting of three miillion I% rather gmall

in comparison with such instances that

In some locnlities robtbery is finance; in others It Is polities, In this particulay

oase It was merely a burglar's Job.

But a job, parenthetically, In which there was

a romance, one of which the mystery 18 unelucldated yet,

And to-day there walks on Broadway a tetired bank robber.

While ha patiently

worked out the long years of his sentence In an Eoglish prison hls stolen rortuns bas

grown,

If you meet In one of the uptown cafes the well-groomed gentleman whoss

portrait eppears on this page; if you find hiim beslde you at the theatre—you have seen
Dan Noble, perbaps the most skilful and sucessslul of the great crliningls of this

generation,
The Real Characters in a Real Drama:

PATTY, once a pretiy glrl...... A o R AT e e P o Her first appearnnes
DAN NOBLHE....cosnsvsss (See Records of Professlonal Oriminals, Nos, 4, 14, 20, 202))
GREORGE HOWARD. ..couasva O P OO O SR U T e S s N « Gentleman
PATRIOKE BHEVELIN.....ssssssissasss0d supplementary watchman of the M. 8. 1.
JOHNNY HOPH....... PP RS S e . Burglar
BARIO PHTE...ssiasnssasapecsoasssstsessnes qeeanhenssessnseies s IBX-musioal My
INSPECOTOR BYBNIS, cossensssssrrsssrssensssss rasssasssssssd metropolitan favorite

Underllngs and understrappers.

CHAPTER L
GONE_ WRONQ.

Twrenty yeirs ngo, In the ndjolning manor
of Palliam, there lived o girl named Patty.
Bhe was the pretilest of the pretty girls of

%he village, And she was ns good ns ghe was|

yretty, Bhe had the sweet, coquettish 1it-
e ways of a mouse, the dnlntiness of a
Yarslun kitten, groat blue eéyes, a rippling
langh and o skin as fair as a Iy, Her
mother adored her, by her fother ehe was
worshipped. The mother died of a broken
henrt, the futher died n drunkard. You may
not know how parents feel when a chilld 18
Ced astray. And Pty had not even tha
excuse of belng Jed; sle bolted. A stranger
pussed through Pethnm, In a week the
girl wes & by-word, In & month she was for-
gotten. Wit was the charm that stranger
poseensed wikah drew her Innoceace to him?
To Patty's pe-ents hie represented that In.
expHesble thing which 1o called Antipiathy,
but to Patty hie was that sgually inexplle-
able thing which 15 Love. And ms Love
flone, ha wos Mystery, and of g3 things
mpesr i e one which disturbs the im-
sgizE Y o, You who wish to be &l
e P Bt wdo love you, nevar let
yoursel? bs wholiy Znewn. Hven in your
kisses let there be n secret,

To the pollce, who have fow fine terms,
fewer prejudices, that stranger was neither
lovable nor antipathetic—he wns not even
mysterions; o Iprote‘ss‘iml eriminal merely,
with whom they had had thelr say and who
had given them his picture,

Patty gave tlm her hedrt, and gave It,
too, us frankly and freely ss though the
gift had been consecrated In the nave of a
esthédral. Thers are relntlonships which
sgliould never be entered into, but once be-
gun, there Are women who cannot sever
them. When Patty lesrned, not the whole

© truth—for who ever learns thut?—but n
few declmal fractions of 1t, she nelther
berated her lover nor bemoansd her fate;
ghe looked into that heart of hers, and saw
thers pot love alene, but devotion, for-
glvenness, too, -sympathy and conso.
Intion. Why s It that the worsat
men sometimes get the truest womend
Why, Indeed, nnless it be that there are
men, 68 there are women, who are charm-
fil even In evil? And, besides, Is It not a
frnat that o woman cares for a man not In
proportion to what he does for her, but In
proportion to what she does for Blm?

Patty, who had given the sllk of her lips
and lithe white aims, who had glven up
home end reputs and whatever a girl enan
glve, though weak was strong. Robluson
Crusoe, yo;u remember, fancled the island
he dlscovered was an untrodden soll. The
first time he took a stroll he found a foot-
print.  This Island was not untrodden; It
bnd been preity well peopled. Patty mode
dlscoveries Just as unexpected, and though
it ln twenty yesrs since her name becsme o
by-word In Peltham, it {s not as many weeks
‘ago that phe showed hemsglf true to her
trust.

It waa In 1878 that the Manhattan Savings
Yostitution was robbed of nenrly thres mill-
{on dollars® worth of securities. It is but a
few daya ngo that somae of these ascuritles
were offered as collatern]l for a loan.

And thereby hangs tis tale.
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‘'war-y years ago tueze ;nri:;"'phuw of
firo banks on Broadway. Soma were
square; the majority wers not. Among the
latter was one situnted near Rleccler
streat.. It wos a 10-cent jolut, patronized
by clieap clerks, the underlings of big
Bouses, napirants to the Tegues' Gullery;
eriminals sometimes In embryo, svmothnes
e AT B '
The dealer was of & type

Ha dreised In

v

-
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necktle, too, wna blmak; beneath 1t was a
Mumond, BEad you seen him smoking &
fat clgar in F:o=t of the FIfth Avenue Ho-
tel you, @£ courss, woull have known at
once that he was o gambler, but to o
countryman he would have represented the
suprems expression of the apathetlo man
about tpwa.

Thete whs nothing apathetle, howerer,
about Dan Noble, except = sppearance,
and In appenrance only €32 appearfnce |
sife.  The Continental poliee knew him
very well. yet in reviewing the documents
in the case he seemis to have frequently
hod the advanfoge of them. He talked
very well on an (nfinite variety of subjects,
and If you dlsapreed with he had a nlee
Eurogrents hnblt of agreeing with you, Ha
was a great hand, too, nt muking R
stringer feel at home, and then at tak-
Ing that etrznger's home away. A gift
such us that Is apt to lead to curlous ex-
periences. More than once It had led him
to Jall. At the time at which this story
hegins he had recently wacated an up-
country prison, and while awalting better
things had acquired an Interest In the
Droadway jolnt, an oceupation which did
not prevent him now and agaln from suh-
ule himself In front of the Fifth Avenue
Hatel,

One afternoon on ons of those sumptaois
dayx of ours which are not of the Spring
nor yet of the Summer, but o commingling
of both; one of thoge days In which the
alr 18 chavged with ardent emissaries, o
glrl passed where he stood. Whether or|
not she gave him so much of an Invita-
tion as may be conveyed by the quiver ot
an eyelld is not a part of history. He fol-
lowed her to Forty-seeond street, entered
the car 'which she selected, seated himsalf
ot her slde, talked to her, smlled at her,
fumliled her with his eyes, and when the
traln drew up at Pélham the ardent emls-
saries had done thelr work.. In a week
Patty was his,

Noble, mepnwhlle; way not otherwlse
ldle, In the process of deallng cnrds be
wade an acquaintance, o shambling creat-
ure with a shambling name—Shevelin,
watchman of the Munhattan Bavings In-
stitutlon, who now and then wonld stake a
dime and grnmble If he lost

Acquaintanece, fortune favoring, will
rlpen into intlmaey. Noble dld the man a
few little services, flattered him inhuwmenly,
und to show that he regarded him quite as
an equal Introduced him to his friends—
Jolinny Hope, for Instance, a plumber by
trnda, by praectice n thlef; o inun with a
face Hie n brandied chorry And an sssorte
ment of fores and olepginous mannsra, And
there wis George Howard, & man In whoos
velns there ran perhiaps some (drops of the
blood of all the Howards, for he was a
gentleman by birth, by education, with
fentures that represented good stoek, good
tnete, good looks, every form of goodness:
Auve the renl one, Then, tos, there wos a
llvely poung ehap named Banjo Pete, a
Tight that had falled in the iinstrel world
and who Bad recently passed inltiate o the
art of Muminating with dark lanterns,
~ Who woulil not be dellghted to be rocelved
tu such compuny, to be slupped on the buck
aud urged to drink?  Under thelr away
promptly fell the shambling Bhevelin. And
when Inctime he wag admitted to the dove
aorg nyay which Misa Patty presided and
R B, B pfra of (Smrs o hiaw
rlbew, lo mafyel ot (he swectness of hev ]
thovse-llke waye, to find himself gazed at
by hep grent bLltie oyos, to hear tha rinnle
ws by LUgh nud Bl own name llsped liy
her lips, he feit as one may who emigrates]
to lnrger and fairer spherés.

Into that dove-cote wero also admitied
the other friends of Noble., That brisk
yonung Pete, for instance, would bring his
banjo, play he was Mr, Bones agsin, crack
wonderful jokes and sing a rattling song,
And Johnuy Heope—Mr. Hopely In privats
Wre—would sometimes comeo with his lady,
soinetimes witl hls futher, a5 nlce o look-
Ing ol

Conspicuous  Figure

o Broadway.

the wonaer a8 glight that the shambiing
EBhevelin fell under the spell, Another was
falllng, too, but ander a spell of o dlfferent
order. George Howard had begun to dream
of Putiy's eyes, to fanl as ho drowsed away
ths plantom touch of lips of silk.

_ CHAPTER IIL.
IN THE DOVE-QOTE.

wittched | Shevelin and knew to & minote
when the process. was complate,

In the cass of Howard {t may be that
Patty's vigion wns less neute. Peflinps she
wng too Indifferent to notlee, and ngain
it may be that she not only notioed, but
knew. Where a womnn ls concerned thers

|12 n falnt mathemaileal chanee of t‘hifn.llﬂ«

Ity of uny bypothesis. .

the | Flope then suggested proved auccessful

him. Trody, ¥ ®aere be men nglier and
stuplder than God intended they should
be, Bhevelln was ono of them. Hut that
s as may be. Tha Iden that he would
adorn riches once accepted, It wns In an
entiraly uncirenitous manner thot Hope
pointed out the royal road to them. That
road led stralglit through the bank door,
of which this ldiot was the supplementa-y

the door was ajar, the problem sulved.

Pete ‘twanged tlie banjo to his most rol-

brandied cherry than befomo.

(have misiaken for a cotillon lender, hind It

;
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COL. DANIEL NOBLE, EX-BURGLAR, ON BROADWAY.

Howard, who o sdafion te sttributss al-)
ready recited, waos an expert mechaniclun,
needed only to pass a few contemplative
minutes before & certaln door. That door
opened on the vault of the bank in which
were the safes, and which, belng to the rear
of the room cecupled by the clerks, was,
during those hours in which the bank was
open, unapproachable by an ountsider,
According fto Hope, it was therefore
merely requisite that on same stormy Sun-
day moruing, when there was no one about,
Hownrd's nccess to nnd egress from the
bunk should be facllltated, and the rest,
Inoluding that quarter of a million, would
0 on skates,

To this Ehevelln presumably essented,
end presumsably, too, facllitated Howard
In his work., The word presumably ls used
advigedly, for in this tencbrous history
thero are many detalls which are still
obscure. Be that as it may, Howard n
some fashion learned the nature of the
lock In the vault, purchased another of the
same structure from the same maker, aud
sat down to learn Its secret.

After many experiments It occurrsd tc
him to bore a hole directly beneath the
combination plate, and then with a wire
to puah back the tumblers of the louk.
This he did, when behold! Open sesame,

There wus much conviviality that night
at the dove-cote. Grand discoveries are of
& mature to exclte even the indolent, -and
you may be sure that a discovery such as
that was pot suffered (0 dawn unfeasted.

lleking alrs, Mr. IHope, who had ¢ome
without his Ilady—It eppeared afterward
that there hod been a tif—was slmply se-
rene in sweetness, his face more llke &
And How-
ard, the hero of the evenlng—you might

not been for hls good looks and unsssuming
air. There were others, of whom no par-
ticular mention Is needful, but to all Party
acted the attemtlve hostess, her lips -half-
parted, her great blue eyes aglow.
Noble waa ealiad away durlng the prog-
ress of the festivities, and did not return
tll =all the guests, sive Howard, had
ne. Ha was then just In time to hear
atty's call for halp, to see Howard, ane
erm about her walst, the otler across her
neck.

Then he saw red; wlith a spring he was
glmost upon bhim. Howard had dropped
the girl and eanvght a bottle with which
he struck at Noble's head. When the Int-
ter recovered consclousness Patty bad
washed the blood awney, hut not the scar.
Swenty years have not ellminated [t

CHAPTER IV, |
BONDS AND BARS.

It takes death, or the posalbliity of It,
to teach us that wo should hastsn to
vherlsh those whom wao love, If we do not)
wish them to leave us forever befora we
have loved them enough. Though the
blow which Nobla hnd recelved was not
sarioms, it had come s6 near to belng that
and more, that Madame Patty, If her af-
fectlon had so much as momentarily wav-
ered, found It riveted for good and aoll
It waa between her and her lover then
for better or for worse unt!l death should
them part.
In & week Noble was deallng cards as
apathetically as before. Meanwhile How-
ard had recelved # letter begging him, on
a matter of grest personsl lmportance, to
come at onee 10 R place near PlatbusH,
with which he was familiar. From that
moment he dlssppenred. Bubsequentdy,
near the outskirts of Yonkers, his body
was found, a pistol at his head, a bullet
In hix heart. It was thought that he had
killed hlmself, but examination dlsclosed
snother bullet, which had been fired from
a distanee throogh the back of hls hand-
mome head. There were surmises, but
oven the amatenr deteotives of the local
press were unnble'to Invent a clew.
But though the man had gone, the solu-
tlon which he had renched remalned.
Ope Suonday morning, when Shevelln
was on duty, two men were admitted to
the bank. Howard’s prescription was
tried and found to work llke a oharm. The
doora of the wvault openad and betwesn
those men and booty to the amount of slx
millton thers was at most but a few fnches
of steel. '
The visitors, however, had merely come
to reconnoltre, to caldulnte a few detalls;
how long, for instance, {t woull take to
ernck the safes; how long to emter .the
bank, open the vanlt, and, the safes
eriickad, to gather the securities aud be off.
‘Belhg aglle and preclss in mnthematics,
thoy estimatsd that It would reguire ffty-
five minutes to gut the eutire placs and get
AWEY.

¢ was then arrangs that the operatlon
yhould take place on the following Bunday.
Dut incidentally an acoldent oscurred.
When returning the tumblers of the lotk
ta thelr proper position snd concealing the
hole made beneath the combluatlon plate
with putty, it was found that through
some mischance one of rhe fumblers Was
turnédl the wrong way, sod thongh the
foor, to all appedrances, was then locked
as hefore, they dld rot fiesd to be burglars
¢ know that the next mornlng the cashler
would be unable ¢o-work the combination,
the hole would be discovered, suaplelon

star pocketed their revolvers and in two

n::mhbﬂl-linlnlnﬁ perfecied fhale
plana,

Those plans wers, after entering the
bullding, ito binil and gag the janiter, & 1i=
tle old man, who occupled & room on the
floor above the bank, and meanwhile te'
provide a fake faniter, who, while 8}
were at work, conid be dusting ubm&l‘
full view of the stweet. ' A

The fake janitor, dressed In a Noen con®
and provided with side whiskers such af
the real janitor wore, wasz 8 subordinet®
with the villainons, Dieckensssque name of
Abe Coakler, who, however, seems t8 haye
played his little part with entire sangfrold
and effect. A roundsman passing the ban®
oti the morning of the burglary saw hium
dusting at the window, nodded {0 him and -
was gratified with a nod in retom.

But that lttle performance had
been  anticipated, and with 18, In a?
event, the duty of informing the gaml
when a barber whose shop wns under thel
beak, and whom awy noise would alirmy
should appear. It was the custom of thip
barber to enter his shop on Sundsy morns
Ing at 7 o'clock. And 1t was !
that If the bank was entered after the 4
night watchman had gone, st 4, thers,
wozld be just the necessury time In which

T ST ]

to do the jab,

The-Job liself was to be perfarmad by
Hope, with the ald of a subordinnte nasmed
Goodle. These two were to open the safem |
w:h!le Banjo Pete and a pollceman mﬂ.
Nugent were to stand guard, revolyer fa
hand, I

Thig progremme was practically afdhered
to. On the mornlng of Sunday, October 21'.

1878, the bank was entered, the Janifop)
bound and gaggoed, two safes wiore opuwz'|
minnte

$1,000,000 gt the rate of 100,000 5
wits abstraeted, o third sdafe was ebout ty
be opened, in which there were three mille’ -
ion mors, when the fake Janitpr annonnced|
that the barber, fully onehalf bour before

'I;:u usnal time, was cttering the shop he
w. 4

Hope and Goodls put down thels tools,
the fake janitor tesuped his normal ape
pearance, the policeman and the ex-minstral

m_i;}:toa the baad hnd dlsappeared.
Tee hours later the janitor -ur'
cedlded in loosening hi-jbonds ?n:_ ‘the
alnrm was glvon, When the police cams
there wers 1wo empty safes and & ueat
kit of tools of Birmingbam wmanufactuse
to tell them they bad come too late, o |
It was at this jsnecture that Ium -
Byroes appeared and presently, with thug
noumen which has made him the foromost 43
inquisitor of the age. begen piayiag with
Bhevelln and goptinued.to play .up .Q:E oy
wretched onf, who Instesd of the Fte »

af two hundred n':m"? ¥

_&nd fifty thousang ®e
had recelved it - o Fi
pale i g

It mny be, fortone favoring, [ g |
Itm\:; go,: more; for while, i e
orty thousand in cash, the - of 3ie’
booty was all in bonds, of wh!u“:tﬂ::;‘;.
conld be stopped, yet It was assume V.
that the bank would prefer toransom thoss
bonds nt say fifty cents on the dollar ‘I'.hlli y .
to loks them entirely. The bank hows,
ever, did nothlng of the kind. It appenisd
t;;uaue Government, the Duplicste Securiteg!
wiis presed, and the loss lnﬁ'-ﬂ )
tuélnn practieally nnliified. e m e
ut fancy the loss to Mr JH Faney,
too; the Infury of his :éfuag-.mmTM'
comparntively spenking, waus Uttie to, the |
shock cnused by the shambling maﬂ
defection, for that cost Mr, Hope n tw .
year sentence and s confeders early
#s much, : . \
Mennwhile Noble had vanished, the dove
cote' was untennofed and of the securities|
thers wos not & trace, S
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CHAPTER V., ‘M

ON BHE HEELS OF JOY.| -

In geomet
est. In Itfn?;
woy. Though Noblée had vanished an
Patty had disappeared, and the rest of the
gang were In prison, there wers people.
fancitul enough to maininin that so o 0wy
Inter those securitles wondd be forfe ome
ing. From the evidence nddoosd at y.~ &
trinl it appeared that Hope nnd his Mdy | =
und separated. It appearsd also that.
the band dispersed nt the bank.
wits In charge of the booty and that ha had
subsequently surrendered It to Hope. Wha

a steulght lne Is the shortes
14 sométimes Just the other

-
Uil
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1] Hope do with 7 There ware m. iyl
surmises, but not 8 elew, Vs b B
Presently from  sbroad cume

nouneement that Noble Lind been extra
from Italy for a forgery committed tn
don and had thers, In the Old Baljey, |
sent to Millbank for & gond round term. -
Recently that term expired, and
thers mppeared In New York oan el
gentlemnn with a scar on his face, 4
apathetie manner, n driwl in ki
and the stamp of Pleendllly from head
His enrllest viElt was to & woman whe
orice hud gweet coquettish monse-ltke! oy
the dnintitess of a Persiag kitten, a9
fs falr ns & lly and great blue el
eyes.. She hns changed sihoe then.
beauty, ke fish, must be kept on foe.
in unemotionnl peopls who rotaln “th
looks. And this poor woman haed a
and when n womnn hns that she must
to it or It breaks. Then, too, thore are
those who are born with a sort «f voeation
for happlness. In wain It esc-ses ﬁiﬂ.
Its Blights cannot triumpn ove- thele pbe
stinney., They blde lis time and nwilt 11’;_,

the sme;

—

aronsed, the Jook chunged, no donbt; new
S e e
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And

was intended to conceal as well. The matter]
wns prompily reportad to the Board of
Directors, who pald mo. atteation fp It
wwhatever, a clrcumstance which helghtena
a susplclon which the writer has long en-
tertained that mever yot have dignities
fessened’ tho length of the cars.

The enrs of those visltors, howsver, were
tolernhly acuts, and deotseting mo yumor or

an_:_m_njr.' _watchman.” If } which

menace. of 'danger, Aincovering, n sort,
nothing but an apatly stagnant and mute,
ione which, God forgive them, they were

(R F R =3
isman Ty wRE £3 Houg™ A INQ T NEr D
as n matier of fact, on the mor |74 burst info song: for & moment Heaw
row, when the d0OT WRS BERIF Opried,|semsies m woriec wee e SheT 253 Hod
the.putty was dlscoverad—the hole whieh It | walted. yet instantly. something, &N 81

When the elderly man with the sear’

oo ¥
e e e Ay i i Sl .
i-‘hl- il b -

plicise =7act, AN M=sence purely inean|
must hove told her that sbo had el ¥
valn. The gleam retrested from ber &

the bird within ber cemsed lts song. = 6o
sorrow tremds upon the heels of joy. “At
once she understood wiy he had come, ani
.presently, when he left ber, there
package In his hand. e

_A few days nEo newspaper renders
liformed that # bundle of the sed

stolen eighteen years aga from s A
hattan. Savings Institation, had besa

7\




